
Hockessin Library 
to celebrate
re-opening with
family activities

Chuck Hill of Hillcrest Landscape tosses trash from the back of a
dump truck his company donated for the Red Clay Valley Cleanup on
May 29. Almost 700 volunteers spent several hours removing 16 tons
of trash from the Red Clay Creek and surrounding area. 

SEE STORY PAGES 20-21

VOLUNTEERS CLEAN UP RED CLAY CREEK

Hockessin woman tries to build cultural bridge between U.S.- Indonesia
By Angela O’Shaughnessy

Special to the 
Community News

A Hockessin woman is an
Indonesian-American crusader
with the   passion and focus of
Joan of Arc.  

Rissa Asnan,  37, was born
in Indonesia, but she grew up
knowing that she wanted to live
in America.  After immigrating

in 1989, attending college for
two years, and then marrying
and having children, she spent a
great deal of time doing volun-
teer work.  “If you volunteer,
you feel good, and you can
make a difference,” she says.

By volunteering, she also
learned many of the skills she
puts to use today for her compa-

ny, NSR Productions (The let-
ters NSR are the first initials of
the names of her children:
Nadia, Sabrina, Ricky).

Formed in 2004, NSR
seeks to build a cultural bridge
between the people of America
and Indonesia. 

Music the key to achieving goal
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Delivery issues?

To report problems with
delivery of the Community
News, contact John Wisnie-
wski, JW Distributions, at
302-530-3411 or e-mail
jwdist@verizon.net

2 arrested
in shoplifting

spree
Two men have been

arrested in connection
with  shoplifting com-
plaints at three Rite Aid
Stores in New Castle
County and two other
Maryland stores.

At about 3 p.m. on
Saturday, March 29,
Delaware State Police
received a 911 call from
the Rite Aid located at
4609 Kirkwood High-
way. The caller said two
men had just shoplifted
items from the store and
then fled in a blue Toyota
Camry with a Maryland
registration plate.

Troopers started to
converge on the scene
when one of the offi-
cers, who was already
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0% Interest
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See SHOPLIFTING,
page 8

See CULTURE, page 4

By Andrea Miller
Staff Reporter

Hockessin’s Valley
Road library will re-open
April 5 with music, food
and family-friendly activ-
ities, following its closure
15 months ago for expan-
sion and renovations.

“We are extremely
pleased with the reconfig-
uration of the interior
space,” said New Castle
County Community Ser-
vices Department General
Manager Ann Farley fol-
lowing a mid-week walk-
through to review the
progress of final prepara-
tions for the 10 a.m.
Saturday opening. “There
are many nooks through-
out the library where peo-
ple can relax and enjoy the
materials, and common
spaces where they can
come together as a com-
munity.”

The children’s room is
safe, comfortable, and
“absolutely beautiful,”
she said, describing a
glass wall overlooking
Swift Park as creating a
“natural setting that com-
pliments a warm, inviting
interior.” 

The 8,400 square foot
expansion to the 14,600
square foot facility also
includes a teen area, a
quiet nook with soft seat-
ing and displays for his-
torical documents, 24

public computers, a new
heating and cooling sys-
tem, and a versatile meet-
ing room that accommo-
dates up to 75 seats and
can be subdivided for
smaller groups. 

The existing building
was less than 10 years old
when library planners
determined that Hock-
essin, with a rapidly
expanding population,
needed more space and
volumes at the local
branch– its usage rate had
climbed to 2 1/2 times
higher than the county’s
average, despite holdings
of volumes and other
media 1/3 lower than the
county average.

The $7.9 million
expansion and renovation
was completed on time
and within budget during
a period of escalating
labor and materials costs,
and tight financial con-
straints throughout coun-
ty government. New
Castle County Executive
Chris Coons praised the
public and private part-
nerships that made the
feat possible.

“Despite our financial
constraints, we continue to
deliver on long-promised
capital improvement proj-
ects,” he said, which
“would not be possible
without funding assistance
from the State of Delaware

Photo by Katie Riggan

See LIBRARY, page 4

Rissa Asnan
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Limestone Hills: 7 Falcon
Court, Wilmington; Stephen M.
and Renee L. Kosc to Elaine M.
Vignola; $330,000.
Mendenhall Village: 4 Tall
Oaks Drive, Hockessin; Joyce
H. Gasper and Nancy H.
Maynard to Rodrigo and

Jennifer Jae Gutierrez;
$304,000.
Mendenhall Village: 600
Lamplighter Way, Hockessin;
Gary R. Place to Megan R.
Fioravanti; $280,000.
Mendenhall Village: 847
Stockbridge Drive, Hockessin;

Francis Thomas Smith to John
T. and Mary K. Coleman;
$247,000.
Mermaid Run Condominium:
4850 W. Brigantine Court,
Wilmington; Chris Tjaden and
Talia Derman to William R.
Darnell; $155,000.
Mermaid Run
Condominiums: Unit 4940,
4040 W. Brigantine Court,
Wilmington; Mary Elaine
Manlove to Christopher Litwin;
$150,000.
Middle Run Crossing: 212
Robin Redbreast Road,
Newark; Larry A. and Stephanie
A. Rietz-Hutchison to John R.
Jr. and Karen C. Weinkowitz;
$550,000.
Middle Run Meadow: 4 Fir
Court, Newark; Roni B. and
Robin L. Becker to Charles and
Loretta O’Neill; $379,900.

Asnan, says that she
did not appreciate her
own culture until she
moved away from it.
Now she takes pride in
her native customs, but
also sees the disparity
between the wealthy and
the poor in Indonesian.
She believes that
Indonesians can learn
something from America
generosity and resource-
fulness. “I want them to
see how great Americans
are,” she says.  “When
the real Americans and
the real Indonesians
come together, it’s good
for both of us.”  

Believing that using
the universal language of
music is the best way to
accomplish her goal, she
started her work by invit-
ing Indonesian artists to
perform in the United
States.  She continued to
organize a half dozen con-
certs on the East Coast
featuring performances by

acclaimed Indonesian
singers, including Thomas
Djorghi, Liza Natalia,
Atiek CB, Rey Wowor,
and others.  

In 2006, Asnan part-
nered with Indonesian
Indosiar public televi-
sion to film a reality tel-
evision series “AFI:
Dreams Come True,”
which followed four
young Indonesian talent
competition finalists as
they traveled through-
out the northeast region
of the United States.  

During their trip, the
Indonesian artists met
American and Indonesian
people who lived and
worked at the various
locations where the film-
ing took place.  The show
culminated in a concert
held at the Ernst Theater
in Annandale, Virginia.  

In 2007, Asnan filmed
a documentary that fol-
lows  her along on a jour-
ney in the United States

and Indonesia as she
brings the two cultures
together using Dangdut,
Indonesia’s popular folk
music genre that mixes
Indian, Arab, Malay and
Portuguese and jazz
rhythms.  

The film begins in
Philadelphia where
Asnan organized public
auditions for Americans
interested in learning
Dangdut.  It then follows
the three finalists as they
learn Indonesian culture,

language, music and
dance.  The finale takes
place in Indonesia as
viewers get to see the
reaction of Indonesian
people to seeing
Americans perform their
favorite Dangdut songs.
“Something magical hap-
pens at the end – we see
Dangdut music bringing
American and Indonesian
people closer together!”
Asnan declares.

She has used many of
her resources and pro-
ceeds from concerts to
help poor children in
Indonesia and plans to
keep up her work.  “I
have a big dream.
Oprah is my icon.  If I
have that kind of power,
I will use it to do good,”
she says.  

Her latest ambition
is to produce and
release an album featur-
ing American singers
performing Dangdut
music.  She is looking

for talented American
artists who are interest-
ed in performing in
Southeast Asia.  The
plan is to release the
album in the United
States followed by
release in Indonesia and
an Asian concert tour.  

Asnan believes this
project is unique
because American
artists have an opportu-
nity to start their
careers while also act-
ing as cultural ambassa-
dors in Asia.  American
culture is typically
emulated by Asians, but
in this project,
Americans will perform
Indonesian music and
add American influ-
ences.

Based on research
done in Indonesia,
Asnan believes such an
album has the potential
to become a huge suc-
cess because it com-
bines the attraction of

American artists with
the popularity of
Indonesian folk music.

She says of her ideas:
“When people from one
culture hear a foreign
song that sounds nice to
them, it makes them
more friendly toward the
foreigners.  These peo-
ple can share the joy of
music and that can bring
them closer.  So music
can be a more effective
way of making cultures
closer than commerce,
diplomacy, or govern-
ment decrees.”

Musicians who are
interested in being a part
of the album and tour
should send a demo and
resume to NSR
Productions, 12 Longacre
Court, Hockessin, DE
19707.  

To learn more about
Rissa Asnan’s work,
visit www.nsrproduc-
tions.com. 

and the Friends of
Hockessin Library group,
for which I am grateful.”

The State provided $3.52
million and the Friends
raised $840,000 to match the
county’s $4.41 million. 

“We are elated” Farley
said, “to complete a project

as beautiful this, with as
many amenities as this, in
financial times as challeng-
ing as this. It is a real testa-
ment to strong partnerships.”

The library will offer
seven-day-a-week expanded
hours during Kirkwood
Highway Library demoli-
tion and reconstruction,

which began last month.
Hockessin’s new hours are:
Monday through Thursday,

10 a.m. to 9 p.m.; Friday and
Saturday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.;
Sunday, 1 p.m. to 8 p.m.

The English Setter
Custom Tile Installation

Ceramic, Porcelain, Marble,
Natural Stone

Licensed & Insured

(302) 359-0059 • (610) 505-1235
Call today for a free estimate!

Grow Your Business
Through Qualified Referrals!

MIDLANTIC BUSINESS ALLIANCE
(Hockessin Chapter)

Is Now Accepting New Members
Save the Date! Attend our Visitor’s Day Breakfast

& Open House Wed., May 14, 2008 @ 7:00AM
Breakfast meetings 7am-8:30am, every Wed. except the last

Wed. of the month, in the dinning room at Cokesbury Village.
Visitors welcome. For info call Michael Mele at 302-731-2131.

Please visit our website www.debcg.net

Accord Health Service 
Brandywine Nursing & Rehabilitation Center

505 Greenbank Road, Wilmington, DE 19808

If you’re looking for experienced and caring nursing and rehabilitation 
services for your family member, don’t miss the turn for 
Brandywine Nursing & Rehab Center...

• Physical, Occupational and 
Speech Therapies

• State of the Art Rehab Gym
• Three enclosed courtyards
• Activities 7 days a week
• Medicare & Medicaid Certified

Hidden beneath the trees, behind the Greenbank Mill, Brandywine 
provides long term care and short term rehabilitation services. 

Call Admissions Director at 998-0101 to set up a tour or 
visit our website at www.brandywinenursing.org

LIBRARY – from page 1

NEW HOCKESSIN LIBRARY HOURS
Monday – Thursday, 10 a.m. – 9 p.m.
Friday and Saturday, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Sunday, 1 p.m. – 8 p.m.

CULTURE – from page 1

‘When the real
Americans and

the real
Indonesians 

come together, 
it’s good for
both of us.’

—Rissa Asnan 

Property Transfers
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